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Dear colleagues,
All over Europe and also in our Central Region, end-of-life, recycling and circularity are still the
key issues our industry is confronted with. This May, the IFAT in Munich, the World's Leading
Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, Waste and Raw Materials Management is addressing these
topics in-depth five days long: PlasticsEurope Deutschland together with BDE, the Federal
Association of the German Waste Management Industry, is organising a special presentation
where progress and developments with regard to sustainability and cirular economy on plastics
are going to be highlighted, with lots of content from the whole plastics value chain. We very
welcome any good examples, flagship projects or initivates from the paneuropean network
supporting the key message of this IFAT presentation: Plastics is far too valuable to be thrown
away and too valuable to end up in the environment. So if you have ideas, proposals,
innovations from your country, please get in touch with us.
Best regards
Rüdiger Baunemann
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1. The Association
AT: New Coalition Government between Conservatives and Greens
PlasticsEurope Austria will have to cope with a whole lot of new personalities.
After months of negotiations, a new Austrian government was formed and sworn in by
President, Alexander Van der Bellen on 7 January. The unusual coalition between the
Conservatives of Sebastian Kurz and the Greens of Werner Kogler (as the substitute in place
of FPÖ – the far right populist “Freedom Party”) raised much attention across Europe.
The re-shuffeling of ministries and their organizations has just begun. It might be noteworthy
that the new “Minister of Climate Protection” (inofficial description) is Leonore Gewessler, a
former director of GLOBAL 2000 (NGO, Austrian organization of “Friends of the Earth”,
particularly active in all topics of chemicals, health and environment).
In her capacity of Minister of Traffic, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) Mrs. Gewessler (G)
will commands over a “super ministry” but receives attention and support from the coalition
partner, i.e. Magnus Brunner (ÖVP), Secretary of State.

© APA/Schlager

f.l.t.r.: Austria’s president Alexander Van der
Bellen, Chancellor Sebastian Kurz (ÖVP) and
Vice Chancellor Werner Kogler (Green Party).

Contact: Heinz Schratt
Central Region: Team Meeting
The Regional Team Meeting of the Central Region took place on 12 December in Frankfurt.
Most of the colleagues from the Frankfurt offices attended the meeting and used the opportunity
to network with the colleagues from the region. One of the main topics was the welcome of
representatives of the new member company Unipetrol and their presentation of the company.
Additional topics were an update of PlasticsEurope, the H2020-DANUPLAST Project, Circular
Economy & Recyclate Initiative, activities on microplastics and drinking water, review of the K
Fair, the follow up of public funding and a possible extension of membership. All country reports
were presented.
Contact: Rüdiger Baunemann / Anja Göhl
CH: New Name and new Website
Starting January 2020 the association Swiss Plastics has been
renamed to KUNSTSTOFF.swiss. Main reason for this change was
the fact that “Plastik” has a bad reputation in the German language.
With the new name the focus is set on the valuable material
Kunststoff and the domain name ending .swiss is emphasizing the
Swissness (Swiss quality and stability).
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Together with the new name KUNSTSTOFF.swiss has also launched it’s new website
www.kunststoff.swiss.
Contact: Kurt Röschli
CZ: The Technology Platform Plastics
On 4th December, the general meeting of the Czech Technology Platform Plastics and an
introductory working meeting on the Plastics III project was held. Jiří Reiss was elected as the
new chairman of the Czech Technology Platform Plastics instead of Ladislav Novák, who
remains a member of the Steering Committee.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
CZ: Unipetrol – a new member of PlasticsEurope from Czech Republic
In the end of 2019 a new member of PlasticsEurope has been welcomed – the company
Unipetrol RPA, a producer of refinery products, petrochemicals and plastics. Unipetrol is the
biggest industrial company in the Czech Republic and a sole producer of polyolefins in Czechia
in its industrial site in Litvinow, ca 100 kms north from Prague. Since 2005 Unipetrol belongs to
the PKN Orlen group, a Polish refinery and producer of petrochemical products.
Upon the invitation of Unipetrol Board of Directors, Dr Rüdiger Baunemann, Managing Director
of PlasticsEurope Deutschland and PlasticsEurope Central Region, together with Kazimierz
Borkowski of PlasticsEurope Polska paid a visit to Unipetrol headquarters in Prague and met
with the senior and mid-level management of the company. Dr Baunemann presented a detailed
picture of the PlasticsEurope association together with its organization and with major current
activities inviting the new member to be active in many projects and groups including the
Polyolefin Group. He also presented current challenges for the plastics industry and commented
on the involvement of the association on different levels in the stakeholder dialogue on plastics.
In the second part of the meeting K. Borkowski introduced the Operation Clean Sweep (OCS)
project explaining its vital importance to plastics producers as one of key voluntary
commitments of the industry to sustainability. He also presented the implementation status of
the project in Europe together with some examples of practical actions to stop pellets leaks
undertaken by companies from the plastics value chain. Since 2019 OCS has been included as
an obligatory condition for all members of PlasticsEurope therefore it was pointed out that the
project needs to be implemented in Unipetrol as soon as possible. The Unipetrol management
confirmed their determination to sign the OCS pledge and to start implementing the project in
the production unit in Litvinov and to extend it subsequently to the value chain (transport,
logistics and final customers).
Contact: Rüdiger Baunemann / Kazimierz Borkowski
CZ: Recycling conference RecPlast
Unipetrol organized the third recycling conference RecPlast at its UniCre research site in
Litvinov / Czech Republic. Over 70 representatives from the fields of research & science,
business from four countries - Germany, Poland, Slovakia and the Czech Republic - and the
Czech Ministry of Economy took part. The program focused on the circular economy and
modern technologies, especially chemical recycling processes. PlasticsEurope supported the
event with contributions by Kazimierz Borkowski from Warsaw and Ingo Sartorius from
Frankfurt.
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Contact: Kazimierz Borkowski / Ingo Sartorius
DE: Meetings of the chairman in Berlin
Once again the role of plastics for climate protection and resource efficiency in the circular
economy where the core issues of the political dialogue of PlasticsEurope Deutschland’s
chairman Dr. Michael Zobel with politicians in Berlin. The meeting with German environment
minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) and deputy Director General Christoph Epping was jointly
organized with the plastics converters and took place on 30th January. The Federal minister
was open for a more thorough discussion after PlasticsEurope Deutschland and IK raised
industry’s concern with regard to the ban of light plastic bags.
Other meetings of Dr Zobel with politicians took place on 11th December with deputy chairman
of the liberal group (FDP) in German Parliament Frank Sitta, responsible for digitalization,
agriculture, environment and transport; on 29th January with deputy chair of the conservative
group (CDU/CSU) Dr. Katja Leikert, responsible for European Affairs and on 11th December
with the influential conservative environment speaker Marie-Luise Dött.
The meetings reflected expectations of society and the commitment of the plastics industry for
climate neutrality and circular economy.
Contact: Rüdiger Baunemann / Michael Hillenbrand
EU: European Parliament after „Brexit“
After the United Kingdom withdrew its EU membership on 31st January the seats and the
distribution of votes in the European Parliament have changed. Currently, 700 MEPs represent
the citizens of Europe (before: 748). After 25 new MEPs from 12 member states have taken
their seats the working majority of EPP (now: 182 seats, before: 187), S&D (now: 144, before:
148) and ALDE (now: 91, before: 97) has remained largely unchanged (now: 60%, before:
58%). However, as the number of German MEPs hasn’t increased the influence of the largest
member state is fading. Despite Bernd Lange (S&D) chairing the INTA committee, only
conservative German MEPs (from EPP) still play a crucial role, taking up responsibility as
chairmen or co-ordinators in the most influential committees. Meanwhile France or Spain are
stepping in, taking up more responsibility, be it in the Parliament where Iratxe García chairs the
S&D group, or in the EU Commission where Thierry Breton heads three DGs as commissioner
for the Internal Market.
Contact: Michael Hillenbrand
EU: PlasticsEurope’s WG Waste
The WG Waste of the pan-European association met in Brussels. Essential agenda items were
the European Circular Plastics Alliance (CPA) and a CEFIC guest contribution on communication
for hazardous substances along the value chain. Furthermore, individual waste treatment issues
5
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were addressed, including waste avoidance, collection, sorting and chemical recycling. The next
meeting is scheduled for March 2020 in Brussels.
Contact: Ingo Sartorius
SL: New European project POWERSKIN+
POWERSKIN+ “Highly advanced modular integration of insulation, energising and storage
systems for non-residential buildings” is a new European project with 14 partners. Project
coordinator is the Institute Pedro Nunes from Portugal. This project aims to develop a truly
innovative façade solution. The goal is to integrate intelligent energy efficient components
including super insulating elements, solar energy capture components and active energy
storage resources into a single active/passive combined management system. The system of
modern Curtain Wall and Double Skin Frame (DSF) lightweight solutions will be designed for
the renovation of non-residential buildings (https://www.powerskinplus.eu/home).

Contact: Janez Navodnik
SL: Grand Opening of the New Laboratory and New Innovative Project / Study Room of
Faculty of Polymer Technology
The Faculty of Polymer Technology is a state-of-the-art, internationally recognized, responsive,
economically-related higher education and research institution that also acts as a promoter of
regional development. It builds on the excellence of study, development and research, and
enables students and industry to acquire knowledge from one of the most exciting technological
fields in the world. Established in 2006 as a College of Polymer Technology, in February 2017 it
was transformed into a Faculty. It is the only higher education institution in Slovenia and
southern Europe that offers comprehensive study programs in the field of polymeric materials
and technologies. Due to the growth of all the activities of the Faculty, FTPO decided to expand
the facilities for laboratories. The new achievement of the Faculty was celebrated on Tuesday,
November 12, 2019 with a Grand opening held at the premises of the Faculty of Polymer
Technology. An interesting round table discussion on the topic »The future of the plastics
industry in Slovenia« was held in the framework of the Inauguration ceremony, with important
foreign and Slovenian partners from the industry. The participants at the round table were: Birgit
Roscher senior director of sales at the German company Arburg; Václav Černý, Director of
company Stäubli; Boštjan Gorjup, Managing Director of BSH Home Appliances Nazarje and
President of the Chamber of Commerce; Robert Agnič, CEO of the company Plastika Skaza
d.o.o.; Bojan Breznik, CEO of company O.P.S. Breznik d.o.o.; Janez Navodnik, Director of GIZ
Grozd Plasttehnika and initiator of the founding of the Faculty and Maja Mešl, Director of FTPO.
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Contact: Janez Navodnik
SK: Responsible Care Working Committee Meeting
On December 17, the meeting of the Working Committee of Responsible Care was held in the
premises of ZCHFP SR. The General Secretary of ZCHFP SR Ing. Silvia Surová summarized
the work of the Working Committee for the past year and thanked all participants for their active
approach during 2019.
The central theme of the meeting was the preparation of a new RC Association’s selfassessment tool. This questionnaire is currently prepared online in English and its national
translations are being prepared. It will serve as a transnational tool for comparing the degree of
implementation of RC objectives and visions.
Participants also focused on the Low Carbon Strategy of the Slovak Republic, the
Environmental Impact Assessment Act (EIA) and the new European Green Deal initiative.
Contact: Silvia Surová
SK: The Low Carbon Development Strategy for 2050
The Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic (MoE SR) has begun to work on the
preparation of the Low Carbon Development Strategy of the SR up to 2030 with a view to 2050
for selected sectors of economic activities (hereinafter the Low Carbon Strategy). The lowcarbon strategy will include effective and cost-effective measures in the industry, energy, energy
efficiency, transport, agriculture and forestry and waste sectors.
The low carbon strategy of SR identifies in a cost-effective way the potential for reducing
emissions in individual sectors of the economy and encourages long-term investments in lowcarbon and clean environmentally friendly technologies
ZCHFP SR was involved in commenting The Low Carbon Development Strategy of the Slovak
Republic.
Low carbon strategy of SR with outlook up to 2050 - objectives
• Provide a coherent long-term (30-year) strategic outlook for the transition to a
low-carbon economy
• Ensure consistency with other strategy papers and action plans within the
national economy (energy, industry, transport, agriculture and forestry, waste)
• Introduce binding and indicative targets for each area
• Ensure consistency with the objectives of the Paris Agreement, in particular as
regards the objective of carbon neutrality
• Offer a list of measures and funding options
• Evaluate the impact of the strategy and its actions on macroeconomic indicators
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Contact: Silvia Surová
SK: Modernization Fund
On January 20, the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic held a working meeting on the
topic of Modernization Fund - Financial Support Mechanism for the 4th tradable period,
organized by the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of
Economy of the Slovak Republic.
The aim of the meeting was to present a proposal for an implementing regulation on the
Modernization Fund (established in accordance with Article 10d of Directive 2018/410 of the
European Parliament and of the Council). Participants were informed about the possibilities,
methods and intentions of using this support mechanism to ensure meeting the 2030 climate
change goals and transition to the low-carbon economy of the Slovak Republic. The meeting
was attended by President Ing. Roman Karlubík, MBA and Secretary General of ZCHFP SR
Ing. Silvia Surová.
Contact: Silvia Surová
SK: The Modernization Fund of the SR in brief
- Promoting investment to modernize energy systems and improve energy efficiency, including
financing small investment projects for the period 2021 to 2030 in a Member State with a Gross
Domestic Product per capita at market prices below 60% of the European Union average in
2013 (BG, CS, EE, HR, LT, LV, HU, PL, RO, SK)
- Investments in solid fossil fuels will not be supported
- The Ministry has informed the Commission that 30% of the total quantity of allowances to be
auctioned will be transferred to the modernization fund during the 10-year trading period
beginning on 1 January, 2021
- Within a 10 year period (2021-2030), the Slovak Republic should have 59 mil. emission
allowances - which at current prices of allowances would amount to 1.3 bil. Euros
- Up to 100% of eligible costs for priority projects and up to 70% for non-priority projects will be
reimbursed (in accordance with State aid rules)
- Projects will be decided by the European Investment Bank (EIB), the European Commission
and the Investment Committee composed of EU Member States
8
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- Member State will allocate money through individual projects or through multi-annual programs
(e.g. State aid scheme for environmental protection in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
pollutants in industrial production sectors)
- Details on the functioning of the Fund will be adopted in the Implementing Regulation (April
2020)
- The draft act was submitted in mid-November 2019, Member States sent comments by
December 5, 2019
- Next meeting of Member States and the EC on the draft implementing regulation – January 30,
2020
- Functioning of the fund since 2021
Contact: Silvia Surová

2. Climate Protection, Energy Efficiency, ETS
CZ: Compensation of indirect costs will be introduced from 2021
The Ministry of the Environment was tasked together with the Ministry of Industry and Trade to
prepare a Government Regulation to pay off compensation for the last year of this trading period
(2020). The Government Regulation will comply with the current state of aid rules. For the next
period a new (updated) Government Regulation will be created according to the new guidelines.
The Regulation will be subject to notification in Brussels. On January 21st 2020, a meeting was
held between the Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of Industry and Trade on setting
the principles for the payment of compensation.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
DE: Federal Ministers Klöckner and Karliczek set the course for bioeconomy policy
A sustainable way of life and economy protects the climate and the environment and also
guarantees future prosperity. That is why Germany is focusing on expanding the bioeconomy.
On January 15, the Federal Cabinet decided on the National Bioeconomy Strategy. The Federal
Government bundles its previous activities in the bioeconomy and sets the course for further
development. The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) and the Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF) will be in charge. Bioeconomic applications are e.g. tires
made from dandelions, bio-based materials for car bodies, and even low-emission heating with
wood. The National Bioeconomy Strategy (NBÖS) also focuses on improving framework
conditions to strengthen the bioeconomy. The BMBF and the BMEL alone will make 3.6 billion
euros available for bioeconomy-related projects and measures from 2020 to 2024:
https://www.bmbf.de/de/nationale-biooekonomiestrategie-fuer-eine-nachhaltigekreislauforientierte- and-strong-10654.html
Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: Round Table “Sustainable Building”
The 30th meeting of the Round Table Sustainable Building of the Federal Ministry of the Interior,
Building and Community took place on 27 November in Berlin. After the welcoming address by
state secretary Anne Katrin Bohle, the participants were informed about the latest news and the
optimisation of the sustainability approach according to the assessment system for sustainable
building (BNB), in respect of the federal government’s climate goals. With the climate action
programme 2030, the government has adopted a wide range of measures to achieve the given
goals in climate protection. In order to demonstrate that the climate goals in the building sector
can be implemented in a functional and cost-effective manner, federal buildings must continue
to set an example for the entire building stock as regards energy efficiency, climate protection
and sustainable building. For this reason, the Round Table discussed how climate requirements
and increased resource efficiency can become reality in a more targeted manner in the
sustainability assessment.
9

REGIONAL NEWSLINK CENTRAL REGION
December 2019 / January 2020

Further agenda items of the meeting were the results of research projects of the Federal
Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development (BBSR). Inter alia,
the concept for the evaluation of the sustainable building assessment system was presented
and a report was given on a life-cycle assessment project and building information modelling
(BIM) in sustainable building.
Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: Future of Building Convention 2019 “JETZT! Bauen im Wandel” (NOW! Change in
Construction)
The above convention 2019 was held on 3/4 December at the World Conference Center Bonn,
at the invitation of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (BMI) and the
Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development (BSSR).
The focus was on current topics such as building in times of climate change, circular building
and sustainable use of resources, innovative construction methods, new constructions and
materials, digital methods of planning and production, as well as building culture as a common
theme of existing and new buildings. The first day of the convention looked into existing
challenges such as climate change and digitalisation and their effects on building. Furthermore,
the question was addressed which possibilities are given for experiments and innovations. In
the evening lecture, Dr. Insa Thiele-Eich (astronaut, Collaborative Research Center TR32)
expanded the dimension of buildings, city and space by an insight into building and research in
the universe. The second day of the congress was devoted to the question of how building
research becomes specific construction.

Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: Closing event BEPASO – Bio-economy and societal change
After three years of intensive research on bio-economy as societal change, the project
participants and experts from the stakeholder workshops met on 16 January at the Federal
Ministry of Education and Research for the closing event. In order to successfully implement the
federal government's bio-economy strategy, potential conflicts of objectives were identified and
proposals for solutions were developed for interest groups and the public at large. The research
project wanted to describe different scenarios of change in our current way of managing the
economy – towards a sustainable "bio-economy 2050". Furthermore, the project was to highlight
socially accepted transformation processes. (Political) responsibilities, options for action and
steering elements were identified and, with the help of model analyses, emerging conflicts of
10
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objectives were discussed with stakeholders and members of the public in a multi-stage
process, in order to develop solution strategies and options for action. Details are available
here:
https://www.bmbf.de/de/sozialwissenschaften-nehmen-die-biooekonomie-in-den-blick10636.html

Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: Kick-off event of the Science Year 2020 – topic: bio-economy
In the science years, researchers seek the dialogue with citizens: They want to make science a
real-life experience, stimulate debate, and answer and discuss questions about the future. The
Science Year 2020, whose kick-off event was opened by federal minister Anja Karliczek on the
evening of 16 January in the Berlin Futurium, is all about the bio-economy. The reason: In times
of climate change, limited agricultural land with a growing world population, increasing
environmental pollution and a decline in biodiversity, humankind is facing major challenges. This
is the starting point for a bio-economy.
The most important goals include reducing the consumption of fossil resources (e.g. coal and
oil) and promoting change towards an economic management and a lifestyle based on
renewable raw materials. Humans have always used biological resources such as plants and
animals to obtain food, produce clothing or build houses. Science and research in the bioeconomy are based on this: They interlink the latest findings in natural, technical and social
sciences, in order to develop the most efficient ways of producing and using renewable
resources and to thus create the basis for a more sustainable economy.
The Science Year 2020 – Bio-economy – makes these first steps towards a bio-based economy
tangible. Also, citizens are invited to actively shape this change in a dialogue with scientists and
researchers in many discussion and participation formats. For more particulars, visit
https://www.wissenschaftsjahr.de/2020/uebergreifende-informationen/english/
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Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: Ban of light plastic bags
The German ban of light plastic bags with a thickness of more than 15 microns and less than 50
microns is performed by an amendment of the German packaging law. After Bundesrat,
Germany’s second chamber, has submitted its opinion on 20th December the German
Parliament is supposed to pass the law. The Parliamentary process is going to be accomplished
in March. The ban will come into force in autumn 2020.
Contact: Michael Hillenbrand
EU: ETS: Stakeholder Consultation for indirect Cost Compensation launched:
DG Competition launched a stakeholder consultation on draft guidelines for indirect cost
compensation, running until 10th of March. PlasticsEurope will take part and is preparing a
contribution. Under the current rules of indirect cost compensation (2013-2020) six
Prodcomcodes of NACE Code 20.16 are eligible for this form of state aid. In the new draft,
setting the rules for 2021-2030, none of the Prodcome Codes, neither our NACE Code is
eligible. PlasticsEurope is in close contact with Cefic to prepare the contribution.
Further information can be found here:
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2020_ets_stateaid_guidelines/index_en.html
Contact. Tina Buchholz

3. Plastics Waste Management and Resource Efficiency
AT: Report on the Round Table to Reduce Plastic Packaging will not be Published
The Austrian Ministry of Sustainability (BMNT) has decided not to publish the final report of the
Round Table nor its proposed declaration of support for companies and organizations of the civil
society.
In the days before Christmas important stakeholders (including NGOs and the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce – particularly the Chemical Industry and the Food and Beverage
Industry) have demanded changes in the text of the final report or in the declaration of support
as an indispensable prerequisite for approval. This has not been accepted.
In an email sent by the director general of Waste Management in the BMNT, the ministry
formally ended its efforts to initiate a “common report” on voluntary support for the intended
reduction. For associations it is not possible – without any mandate from their members – to
enter in a commitment. Above all, anything discussed in the round tables was qualitative in
12
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nature, no quantitative information was ever researched. How could one support the very
concrete goals of the ministry?
Nonetheless, the BMNT adheres to the goal of avoiding plastic packaging by 20–25% or
60,000–75,000 t by the year 2025, and will endeavour to implement or continuously evaluate
this goal within the scope of its possibilities and in intensive contact with those affected.
Contact: Heinz Schratt
CZ: Chemical Recycling
The 9th meeting of the Working Group on Chemical Recycling of SCHP ČR took place on
9th January, focusing in particular on the cooperation with Cefic within the Issue Team for
Chemical Recycling and cooperation on recycling within the European Network of Chemical
Regions (ECRN). The project with the acronym Pyrekol was presented at the 3rd Poland ‐
Czech Republic ‐ Germany Workshop on integrated technology development for effective and
sustainable utilization of domestic carbon resources on 16th January in UniCRE in the
Chempark Litvínov, the Czech Republic.
A representative of the Association of Chemical Industry of the Czech Republic (SCHP ČR)
attended the 6th meeting of the Issue Team for Chemical Recycling (IT CR) Cefic on 15th
January 2020 in Brussels. The main points of the program were the issues of LCA, Chemical
Recycling & Food Contact Developments, Mass Balance, Position Paper and 2020 Chemical
Recycling (team) Work Plan.
On 21st January 2020, SCHP ČR and the Ministry of Industry and Trade organized a meeting
focused on discussion and exchange of information in the area of recycling including conditions
and possible support for chemical recycling of plastics.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
CZ: Single use plastics
The Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic is starting to work on the implementation
of the Directive (EU) 2019/904 as a separate transposition law which should be discussed later
this year.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
CZ: Tax on plastics
The Association of the Chemical Industry of the Czech Republic (SCHP ČR) strongly does not
agree with expanding resources of the EU budget including the so-called plastic tax and is
preparing to engage in the necessary actions.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
DE: Position on the Resource Efficiency Programme (ProgRess-III)
The Federal Environment Ministry, which has a lead role in this exercise, presented a draft for
continuing the Resource Efficiency Programme (ProgRess-III). The draft takes into account
current environmental policy challenges. PVC organisation AGPU and PlasticsEurope
Deutschland have presented a joint position which includes, inter alia, aspects relevant to
plastics (e.g. regarding the circular economy and recycling). Furthermore, PlasticsEurope
Deutschland is coordinating the plastics aspects with the Federation of German Industries (BDI)
and the German Chemical Industry Association (VCI).
Contact: Ingo Sartorius
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REGIONAL NEWSLINK CENTRAL REGION
December 2019 / January 2020

DE: Industry position on chemical recycling
Chemical recycling technologies are currently on the agenda not only for plastics producers and
chemical businesses but also for other players of the manufacturing industry, disposal
companies, scientists, politicians and public administrations. Against this backdrop, the
Federation of German Industries (BDI) has explicitly taken position on the chemical recycling of
plastics waste. The core element is the contribution also of plastics products to the circular
economy, especially through innovative and technology-open approaches in waste
management. In this setting, mechanical recycling processes are to be more firmly established
and expanded and supplementary chemical methods are to be developed and made available.
However, more intensive research work is needed to bring large-scale applications to market
maturity. PlasticsEurope Deutschland is actively involved in various research activities.
Contact: Ingo Sartorius
DE: Basel Convention on plastic waste in the Schleswig-Holstein State Parliament
The environment and agricultural committee of the Schleswig-Holstein State Parliament has
adopted the motion from the “Jamaica coalition” (political parties: CDU, Liberals, Greens)
regarding the amended Basel Convention of May 2019 on the movement of plastic wastes. In
the run-up, the recommendations for the motion as proposed in the state parliament had been
extremely critical of plastics, so that routine advocacy in the form of a position became
necessary in close cooperation between PlasticsEurope Deutschland and the VCI’s Regional
Association North. The now adopted resolution calls for a consistent implementation of the
revised Basel Convention and for more attention from the Schleswig-Holstein Government for
its enforcement, in order to prevent exports of mixed and polluted plastic wastes as far as
possible. This result is positive and welcomed for the economy. In the further procedure, the
federal state parliament still has to give its formal approval.
Contact: Ingo Sartorius / Michael Hillenbrand
PL: New perspectives for waste-to-energy installations?
The 16th Abrys conference on thermal waste treatment organized in Katowice (south Poland) on
26-28th November gathered almost 300 participants. Presentations included operational
experience of functioning of MSW incinerators (Bydgoszcz, Poznań, Kraków and Rzeszów). It
was mentioned that a new incinerator in Gdańsk should start in 2022 and will process 160 kt of
calorific waste. Projects of extension of heating plants in Lipno and Zamość by developing
energy blocks fuelled by pre-RDF are subject to public consultation at the moment so it’s still not
known whether those investments will be realized. Representative of CEWEP (Confederation of
European Waste-to-Energy Plants) stressed the fact that without energy recovery processes the
implementation of circular economy might not be successful. She added that financing of
incineration plants from the European Cohesion Fund is still an open matter. It will remain in the
hands of Member States to provide funding for new projects both in large installations or local
heat plants that want to introduce calorific waste incineration or co-incineration. This is important
for Poland where a huge stock of RDF has been built that cannot be thermally recovered due to
limited capacities of cement industry and MSWI. Participants of the conference underlined also
the need to update the National Waste Management Plan 2022 and to cancel the stipulation
limiting the share of municipal waste allowed to undergo thermal recovery processes to max
30%. In order to achieve this, the investment plans included in the Voivodship Waste
Management Plans should also be revised.
Contact: Grzegorz P. Rękawek
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SK: Pressure on waste management needed
Official statistics show that people in Slovakia produced 2,325,178 tonnes of municipal waste in
2018. The average Slovak produced 427 kilograms of waste in 2018, 100 kilograms more than
a decade ago. Is this a manifestation of the rising standard of living or a situation approaching
an environmental disaster?
In general, richer countries generate more municipal waste per capita than poorer ones,
according to experts. The EU’s current average production of municipal waste has stabilised at
around 520 kilograms. In contrast, Slovak production is growing by approximately 10 percent
year-on-year, said Marek Brinzík, PR director of the NATUR-PACK packaging waste recovery
organisation. Nevertheless, the country still produces less waste than the EU average, he says.
Source: Spectator
Contact: Silvia Surová

4. Marine Litter
5. Ecolabelling, Green Public Procurement and Standardization
DE: DIN Workshop
After the highly successful kick-off workshop on plastics standardisation in November 2018, a
follow-up event of the DIN took place on 4 December 2019 in Berlin. The participants from
industry, science, public administration, NGOs and politics focused on the further development
of plastics recycling and the role of standardisation. Initially, there was a welcome address by
Judith Skudelny (general secretary of the liberal party FDP of Baden-Württemberg and Member
of German Parliament). The event was moderated by Rüdiger Baunemann, chairman of the
FNK advisory board.
Contact: Rüdiger Baunemann

6. Plastics and Health
CZ: Titanium Dioxide
In December, The Association of Chemical Industry of the Czech Republic (SCHP ČR) sent a
letter to Director Bláha asking the Czech the Ministry of the Environment (MoE) to ask the
Council Legal Service for an opinion on the justification of the classification due to the dust
effect, prepared by TDMA. On 16/17 Jan., the CE cluster of Cefic-chemical associations of the
V4 countries and Romania, Bulgaria and Croatia was held in Zagreb. As regards the
classification of titanium dioxide, it was agreed that a common position of these countries would
be prepared, which participants would send with further information to their competent
authorities, and the Croatian Union would ask its competent authority to ask the Council Legal
Service for an opinion on the legitimacy of the classification. (The request for an opinion was
prepared by TDMA, SCHP ČR participated in the preparation of the position). The Croatian
Association asked the Croatian competent authority – Ministry of Health to contact the Council's
Legal Service on the justification of the TiO2 classification due to the dust effect. SCHP ČR sent
information on the matter to the Minister of the Environment of the Czech Republic Mr. Brabec.
Contact: Jiří Reiss
DE: Expert hearing on endocrine disrupting chemicals
On 16th January a motion of the Green group in German Parliament addressing the exposure
with endocrine disrupting chemicals has been assigned to the environment committee where an
expert hearing may be scheduled on short notice. As phthalates and monomers are mentioned
in the text the plastics industry is also addressed, but biocides and pesticides are more
prominent. Dependant on the format of the hearing VCI may send an expert to highlight
scientific aspects not adequately considered in the text.
Contact: Michael Hillenbrand
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DE: Meeting of Joint Commodities Committee in Frankfurt
The Joint Commodities Committee of PlasticsEurope Deutschland met on 5 December in
Frankfurt for an exchange on existing legislation on food contact materials in Japan, Germany
and Europe. Current EU legislation on the recycling of food contact materials and the directive
on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment were debated too.
The meeting also included discussions on topical issues such as nanomaterials, NIAS and
microplastics in foodstuffs.
Another focus was the exchange on legislation and ongoing projects for drinking water contact
materials and toys.
Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: 8th strategy meeting for the harmonized classification of titanium dioxide
After lengthy discussions at EU level, the European Commission triggered on 4 October a
regulation amending the CLP Regulation, where titanium dioxide in powder form with at least
1% particle aerodynamic diameter < 10µm is classified as carcinogenic (suspected substance,
category 2) and additional EU-H phrases are introduced. If the EU Council or the EU Parliament
do not object by 4 February 2020, the amending regulation will be published in the Official
Journal and enter into force after four months.
For this reason, representatives of the relevant groups met at the VCI on December 9 to discuss
the current state of the discussion on the harmonized classification of titanium dioxide, the legal
effects in the waste sector, the legal assessment and a possible complaint.
Contact: Sabine Lindner
EU: Meeting of the Drinking Water Regulatory Group in Brussels
The members of the Drinking Water Regulatory Group – a European group of delegates from
member companies of Cefic-FCA and PlasticsEurope – met in Brussels on 26 November. With
Dr Rüdiger Liske in the chair, the participants intensively discussed the current situation
regarding the draft for a new European drinking water directive.
Information was also given on the various working groups established in Germany at the Federal
Environment Agency/UBA (Expert Panel on Drinking Water Contact Materials, Modelling Group,
WP Declaration of Conformity).
The current KTW guideline was transferred in March to an assessment basis in accordance with
Section 17 (3) of the Drinking Water Ordinance 2001, which was amended on December 5,
2012, which will be legally binding two years after its publication (March 2021). The basis of the
assessment should initially regulate plastics, organic coatings and lubricants. Silicones and
elastomers will initially be regulated through transitional regulations. Since difficulties in
implementation are to be feared, examples are collected from member companies that are to be
submitted to the UBA.
There were no regulatory changes in other European member states.
Contact: Sabine Lindner

7. Product Group Activities
8. Communications, Events, Education
CH: Kuno starts in Switzerland
On December 17, 2019 the first two Kuno-Events took place in Switzerland. 40 future teachers
learned how to work with Kuno’s box. Through the Swiss plastics association
KUNSTSTOFF.swiss contact was established with an University of Education in Northwestern
Switzerland in Brugg-Windisch. The Institute for Primary School Teaching with its special
professorship for teaching subjects provided the framework for the first two Kuno teacher
training seminars in Switzerland. In two groups of 20 people each, future teachers tried out the
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five Kuno experiments, from the miniature sewage treatment plant to the absorber experiment
with nappy cover. The interest in further implementation in schools in the region was huge
afterwards!
The Managing Director of
KUNSTSTOFF.swiss, Kurt Röschli (in
picture, right), was also enthusiastic about
the new cooperation: "One of the core tasks
of KUNSTSTSTOFF.swiss is to promote
young talent for the local plastics industry.
The earlier we start to bring children into
contact with scientific phenomena, the more
often they will later be interested in MINT
topics - and some of them may even be
interested in working in the plastics
industry".
Close to everyday life, exciting, easy to implement – conclusion of the events in BruggWindisch: Both the university and the Swiss Plastics Association would like to continue their
cooperation with Kuno and PlasticsEurope Deutschland in 2020!
Contact: Kurt Röschli / Tanja Rühl
CH: Family gathering: Swiss Plastics Expo 2020
This year’s Swiss Plastics Expo – a
combination of trade fair and symposium also hosted the event “SHIFT 2020 –
circular solutions» with 26 exhibitors
presenting circular economy business
models and solutions.
KUNSTSTOFF.swiss participated with a
booth at the Expo and a stand at SHIFT.
Contact: Kurt Röschli

DE: boot 2020: Another rendezvous of the water protection initiative
At the world's largest water sports fair, the boot 2020 in Düsseldorf, the maritime exhibition not
only focused on entertainment, sports and fun but also on water protection. At various locations
in the exhibition halls, visitors were sensitised to the important issue of protecting aquatic
ecosystems. In Hall 14, the initiative "Together for more water protection" took part in this. For
several years now, the alliance has been working to raise awareness of marine protection and
to minimise plastics waste in the environment.

17

REGIONAL NEWSLINK CENTRAL REGION
December 2019 / January 2020

Real progress in water protection requires joint measures, and the initiative is correspondingly
broadly based: the Düsseldorf fair, the K and boot trade fairs, Team Kunststoff, and various
water sports association like the German Canoe Association are involved in this initiative. By
providing information and education, those involved
promote environmentally compatible behaviour and
initiate activities for marine protection, as was
recently the case at the boot trade fair. "Marine
waste is a global problem: maritime activities such as
fishing and shipping are just as much to blame as
tourism and leisure activities on land," explains Dr
Rüdiger Baunemann from PlasticsEurope
Deutschland. "As plastic waste is often the most
visible sign of this environmental pollution, we also
promote initiatives and solutions against marine litter
as part of the value chain. It makes a lot of sense to
do this together with a broad alliance of water sports
associations, industry and trade fair".
Contact: Sven Weihe
DE: Team Kunststoff remains a reliable partner of the national canoe team
In 2020 the KUNSTSTOFF logo will again be emblazoned on the jerseys of the German
national team of canoeists and para-canoeists. This was agreed at boot Düsseldorf, the leading
international water sports fair, by the President of the German Canoeing Association (DKV),
Thomas Konietzko, and Dr. Rüdiger Baunemann. This marks the 23rd year of the successful
sports sponsoring of the plastics manufacturers. The national canoe teams, which became part
of Team Kunststoff in 2000, have been involved almost from the beginning. Especially the first
Olympic gold medals at the Summer Games in Sydney have been especially memorable since
the start, when canoeists stood on the top step of the podium four times. "Clearly, the national
canoeing teams and para-canoeists have become dear to our hearts over the years", said Dr
Baunemann at the signing of the contract at the boot. "The sporting success and especially the
joint commitment to environmental and water protection makes the cooperation so valuable.
DKV President Konietzko also praised the good cooperation and added: "With PlasticsEurope,
our great and successful athletes have a partner at their side who brings a lot of commitment
and great reliability to our sport. I am therefore very happy to continue the cooperation in Team
Kunststoff, especially in view of this year's Olympic Games".

Contact: Sven Weihe
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DE: Announcement IFAT: Ideas for recycling management
From 4 to 8 May, IFAT 2020, the world's leading trade fair for environmental technology, waste
and raw materials management, will provide exciting insights into innovations relating to
sustainability, resource conservation and secondary raw materials. As an important technology
platform, it offers a comprehensive overview of the industry in the form of live demonstrations,
specialist forums, panel discussions and trade fair presentations. For the second time in
succession IFAT is also devoting itself to a special raw materials cycle: once again the Federal
Association of the German Waste Management, Water and Raw Materials Industries (BDE) is
playing a leading role in this, this time presenting the subject of plastics and recycling
management together with PlasticsEurope Deutschland. On a special area in Hall B4, visitors to
the trade fair can expect selected exhibits, special storytelling, as well as lectures and
discussions on closing raw material cycles and recycling plastics.
Cross-industry examples and best practice will show, among other things, that nowadays
recycling is increasingly being taken into account in the manufacture of a product. However, the
focus is also on hurdles and challenges with regard to more recycling and less plastic in the
environment that still need to be solved, be it differences in the enforcement of European waste
legislation, poorly sorted waste streams or littering, i.e. the careless dumping of waste in public.
Companies, organisations and partners from the entire plastics value chain will participate in the
special area. Important social players from politics and science, from authorities and nongovernmental organisations as well as the media are also involved.
Contact: Sven Weihe
DE: Seminar TU Munich
The good cooperation between PlasticsEurope Deutschland and the world of science (polymer
chemistry, plastics technology) is a major element of the association’s network. The ongoing
activities with TU Munich and Professor Bernhard Rieger are just one example. As part of a
lecture/seminar on 22 January, Dr Rüdiger Baunemann described the current political and
public challenges for the industry and plastics as materials and discussed these with students of
chemistry and chemical engineering.
Contact: Rüdiger Baunemann
DE: DECHEMA workshop: plastics in building and construction
The research project KUBA (sustainable plastics value chain; pilot case plastics in building and
construction) is supported by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF).
The project examines how plastics from the
construction industry can be utilised in cycles and
recovered as raw materials for new products.
Relevant activities are brought together by
DECHEMA (society for chemical engineering and
biotechnology) within a research consortium, with a
special focus on the possibility of chemical recycling
(concretely: pyrolysis) of thermal insulation
composite systems. First interim results were
presented at a workshop in Frankfurt where Dr Ingo
Sartorius gave a keynote address. Well over 40
participants from science, industry, public
administration and NGOs attended the event. The
research work will continue for roughly another four
months until the completion of the project.
Contact: Ingo Sartorius
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DE: Recycling project Di-Plast
The project “Di-Plast” – Digital Circular Economy for the Plastics Industry – is managed by the
Wuppertal Institute and supported by the European Regional Development Fund within Interreg
NEW. Alongside project partners from Luxembourg and the Netherlands, partners in Germany
are the SKZ – Süddeutsches Kunststoffzentrum and Umwelttechnik Baden-Württemberg. DiPlast is meant to improve the use of plastic recyclates, particularly in building and packaging
applications. For this purpose, software-based tools are being developed. They want to make
information about plastics in the value chain transparent and thus support processors in using
recyclates for their products. Dr Ingo Sartorius was appointed to a project advisory board which
held its first meeting recently. The project runs for 2.5 years and ends in 2022.
Contact: Ingo Sartorius
DE: PVC workshop with a focus on the Circular Plastics Alliance
The joint workshop "PVC and Environment" organised by PlasticsEurope Deutschland and
AGPU was again a great success. Almost 100 participants from the entire PVC value chain
accepted the invitation to the established industry meeting on 9 January 2020 at the Collegium
Leoninum in Bonn.
This time, the workshop focused on the Circular Plastics Alliance (CPA). The speakers included
Stefan Sommer (chairman of VinylPlus®, Vice-Chairman PlasticsEurope Deutschland and CEO
of the Vynova Group), Jane Gardner (managing director of ERFMI), and Kirsi Ekroth-Manssila
(EU Commission/DG GROW); the latter “attended” via video message.

Contact: Sabine Lindner
DE: New Year’s Reception at the Food Federation Germany in Bonn
On 10 January, the Food Federation Germany (Lebensmittelverband Deutschland) called for
joint action on climate protection and the strengthening of Europe at its Bonn New Year's
Reception.
President Philipp Hengstenberg stated: "Climate change affects us all. Therefore, we should
seize the opportunity for change. The decisive turnaround must be supported by everyone.
Many food producers have already paved the way to a future with fewer emissions, for example,
by using renewable energies or by shaping agricultural practices so that soil can absorb more
CO2. A lot is going on in the packaging sector too. Alongside research into alternatives to plastic
and training in the proper hygienic use of reusable containers such as coffee-to-go cups, work is
being done to ensure that packaging materials are generally 100% recyclable.”
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Guest speaker Günther Oettinger, former long-standing EU Commissioner, appealed in clear
words to politicians, business and society to drive forward the strengthening of Europe: "Year
after year, Europe is falling behind in its macroeconomic importance. We are a single market.
Every European country on its own is a dwarf, but dwarves in a team can tame giants, they can
bring values and justice and stabilise democracies. This can only be done in a European team."
Furthermore, he emphasized that climate protection and economic viability should go hand in
hand and not stand in conflict with each other. According to Oettinger, bans are the wrong way:
"We should not become a re-education centre. It is all about developing technologies and
innovations that will help us remain competitive and conserve resources.”
Contact: Sabine Lindner
PL: Media work (AKS)
PlasticsEurope Polska maintains its active involvement towards media. The interview with
Kazimierz Borkowski on environmental aspects of using plastics was recorded for the public
radio and a broad commentary on prospects for the plastics industry in 2020 was published in
the economic daily press (“Puls Biznesu”). In specialized press (Chemia i Biznes) an article
promoting the “Modern Building Alliance” was placed, and in the special edition of “Polimery”, a
scientific magazine, two articles covering market data on the plastics industry and the main
industry messages on circular economy and legislation on plastics were published.
Contact: Anna Szałkowska
PL: Plastek’ art contests – filled with positive energy from kids
Unfailing popularity of ‘Plastek’ art contest proves
that the ‘Plastek’ program attracts the students
attention in a variety of ways – both in fields of
science and art. The enthusiastic feedback from
teachers as well as the extensive participation in two
yearly editions of ‘Plastek’ art competition convince
us that such programs for younger students are very
much needed. The winter 2019 brought over 350
splendid children artworks. We awarded nearly 100
Plastek T-shirts – and it was a hard choice as most
entries were very imaginative and neatly done. More
examples of students art skills at
www.eksperymentyplastka.pl
Contact: Edyta Wielgus-Barry
PL: Recykling Rejs – a benchmark for education on antilittering
Our “Recykling Rejs” action, carried out annually together with
environmentalist Dominik Dobrowolski since 2011, became a kind of
benchmark in a field education on antilittering and proper
environmental behaviour. This year’s action started already in
January, becoming a partner of “Bałtycka Odyseja “ – an initiative of
10 monthly weekend actions of cleaning shore of Baltic Sea starting this month from Świnoujście (West)
with a final in October in Gdańsk - carried out
with support of Crédit Agricole bank. The first
action (18-19 January) raised a very good
attention of not only local communities, but
also NGOs and media. The “regular”
Recykling Rejs activities will focus on the few
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short kayaking-and-riverside-cleaning actions throughout 2020 and also on the Polish-German
project in July, a Wrocław - Berlin 2020 kayaking tour
(see https://www.facebook.com/events/800336720441131/).
Contact: Anna Szałkowska

9. Economy and Trade
EU: Plastics Industry Europe (EU28)
Production of Plastics in primary forms EU 28
2010=100 sa, YoY, Trendcycle
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The negative trend of the year 2018 continued in 2019. From January to November, the
production of plastics in primary forms decrease by minus 5.8 %.
Diagram: blue line: Production Index Plastics in primary forms; 2010=100, seasonal adjusted, light blue pillars: rate of change year
over year, red line: Trend cycle.
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Manufacture of Plastics Products in EU 28
2010=100, sa, YoY, Trendcycle
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The manufacturing of plastics products lost clearly on momentum in 2018 and 2019. From
January to November 2019 the manufacturing of plastics products decreased by minus 0.8%.
Diagram: blue line: Production Index Plastics in primary forms; 2010=100, seasonal adjusted, light green pillars: rate of change year
over year, red line: Trend cycle.

Customer Industries Europe (EU28)
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Nov'19
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Production
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All industry sectors, except the building and the food sector, showed still a downswing. The
biggest decreasing tendency showed the automotive sector with minus 6.3% from January to
November 2019.
Status 24 January 2020
Contact:Claus-Jürgen Simon
SK: Slovakia’s economy has become more complex
The more complex a country’s economy is, the more it is able to face trade wars and crises
affecting individual sectors.
Slovakia ranks as the 15th most complex country in the Economic Complexity Index (ECI)
ranking based on 2017 data. Compared to a decade prior, its economy has become more
complex, improving by one position in the ECI ranking, based on the ranking of the Growth Lab
of Harvard university.
“Slovakia’s largest exports are in moderate and high complexity products, vehicles and
electronics, respectively,” reads the ranking.
The economic complexity of a country is calculated based on the diversity of exports a country
produces and their ubiquity.
The more complex the economy is, the more it is able to face trade wars and crises affecting
individual sectors.
Research from the Growth Lab finds that countries, whose exports are more complex than
expected for their income level, grow faster. Growth can therefore be driven by a process of
diversifying knowhow to produce a broader, and increasingly more complex, set of goods and
services.
The ranking is traditionally topped by Japan while the Czech Republic placed sixth and Hungary
10th. Denník N ascribes the high rankings of the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia to their
dependence on exports to Germany (fourth in the ranking), while a large portion of these
exports are secured by the local plants of sophisticated German companies. The manufacturing
of cars, car components and electronics, while a large number of different industrial sectors
participate in their production, account for a large portion of exports for these countries.
Slovakia is more complex than expected for its income level. As a result, its economy is
projected to grow moderately. The Growth Lab’s 2027 Growth Projections foresee growth in
Slovakia at 3.3 percent annually over the coming decade, ranking in the top half of countries
globally.
The ranking places Slovakia as a high-income country, ranking as the 34th richest economy per
capita out of the 133 studied. Its 5.44 million inhabitants have a GDP per capita of $17,579
($32,371 PPP; 2017). GDP per capita growth has averaged 2.8 percent over the past five years,
above regional averages.
Source: Spectator
Contact: Silvia Surová
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